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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 29 
titles deal 'rith a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
the relationship between self-concept and reading ability in 
secondary school students; (2) students' perceptions of their reading 
groups and peers within these groups; (3) perceived leadership 
behaviors and demographic characteristics of principals as they 
relate to student reading achievement in elementary schools; (4) the 
differences in observable characteristics of lea-'ned helplessness 
demonstrated on a reading task by underachieving and achieving middle 
school boys of low and high socioeconomic status; (5) the effects of 
library skill instruction on academic achievement, knowledge of 
library skills, and reading attitudes; (6) reading habits and 
abilities of students in eliementary schools with and without 
centralized libraries; (7) elementary school student growth in 
reading and mathematics during the summer; (8) the contribution of 
selected home environmental factors to reading achievement; (9) a 
comparison of intellectual, self-esteem, and anxiety factors of 
normal and disabled elementary school readers; (10) cognitive 
strategies and individual differences in beginning reading 
achievement; (11) the relationship between motor learning and reading 
cognition; (12) myths of the acquisition of literacy; and (13) the 
relationship between student learning style and reading achievement. 
(HTH) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series 
designed to makf: information on relevant dissertations available to users , 
of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International 
are reviewed in order to compile abstracts in searches of the ERIC data 
base. Ordering information for dissertations themselves is included at the 
end of the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this 
collection: 



Bondy, Elizabeth 
FIRST GRADERS' SOCIALLY CON- 
STRUCTED DEFINITIONS OF READING 

Clark, Rosa Velma 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SELF- 
CONCEPT AND READING ABILITY IN 
SELECTED GROUP OF SECONDARY 
STUDENTS 

Curtis, Carolyn G. 
PERSON PERCEPTION IN THE 
CLASSROOM: STUDENTS' PERCEP- 
TIONS OF THEIR READING-GROUPS 
AND PEERS WITHIN THESE GROUPS 

Darnell, Charlotte Constance Holt 
RELATIONSHIP OF ASPECTS OF A 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM WITH 
THE MASTERY OF SELECTED READING 
COMPREHENSION SKILLS AMONG A 
GROUP OF SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS 

Edwards, Paul I., Jr. 
PERCEIVED LEADERSHIP BEHAVIORS 
AND DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 
OF PRINCIPALS AS THEY RELATE TO 
STUDENT READING ACHIEVEMENT IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 



Gilbert, Shirl Edward, II 
EFFECTS OF RETENTION' ON 
READING ACHIEVEMENT AMONG 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Gillispie, Linda Ann 
THE EFFECTS OF TWO COUNSEL- 
ING MODELS, VALUES CLARIFI- 
CATION AND COGNITIVE BEHAVIOR 
MODIFICATION, ON READING 
IMPROVEMENT AND SELF CONCEPT 

Givens, Robert Eugene 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
PRESCHOOL ATTENDANCE, READING 
ACHIEVEMENT, AND PUPIL BEHAVIOR 

Gritzmacher, Hal Lawrence 
A STUDY OF THE DIFFERENCES IN 
OBSERVABLE CHARACTERISTICS OF 
LEARNED HELPLESSNESS DEMON- 
STRATED ON A READING TASK BY 
UNDERACHIEVING AND ACHIEVING 
FOURTH-, FIFTH- AND SIXTH-GRADE 
BOYS OF LOW AND HIGH SOCIO- 
ECONOMIC STATUS 
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Kerby, Ramona Nolen 

THE EFFECTS OP LIBRARY SKILL 

INSTRUCTION ON THE ACADEMIC 

ACHIEVEMENT, KNOWLEDGE OF 

LIBRARY SKILLS, AND ATTITUDES 

TOWARD READING OF SIXTH GRADE 

STUDENTS 

Lee, Carol Sue 

THE CONTRIBUTION OF SELECTED 
HOME ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS TO 
THE READING ACHIEVEMENT OF 
SCHOOLS AGED CHILDREN 

Lowe, Joy Lambert 

A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF READING 
HABITS AND ABILITIES OF STUDENTS 
IN SELECTED ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IJN 
NORTH LOUISIANA WITH AND WITHOUT 
CENTRALIZED LIBRARIES 

Margolius, Francine Rockwood 
COMPARISON OF DIRECT INSTRUCTION 
AND LEARNING STYLE INSTRUCTION ON 
READING ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDES 
OF THIRD GRADERS WITH IDENTIFIED 
LEARNING STYLE PREFERENCES 

Marks, Nancy Louise 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE COGNITIVE 
STYLE PAIR OF RISK TAKING AND 
CAUTIOUSNESS TO THE QUALITY OF 
ORAL READING MISCUES 

McLaughlin, Marietta N. , 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT GROWTH 
IN READING AND MATHEMATICS DURING 
THE SUMMER 



Neuder, Rosilyn Madeline 
RELATIONSHIPS AMONG SEVENTH 
GRADERS' VISUAL AND VERBAL 
IMAGERY, ERROR DETECTION, AND 
REDING COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE 
IN NARRATIVE TEXTS 

Novello, Alice Marie 
DEVELOPMENTAL DIFFERENCES IN 
HEMISPHERIC INTEGRATION FOR 
SEMANTIC AND PHONOLOGIC PRO- 
CESSING AND PIAGETIAN STAGES 
FOR NORMAL AND DISABLED READERS 

O'Mahoney, Thomas Kevin 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN READING 
AND ITS KFFECT ON READING 
ATTITUDES, INTERESTS AND 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF SELECTED 
STUDENTS 

Pih, Grace Fung 
A COMPARISON OF NORMAL AND 
DISABLED READERS IN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL ON INTELLECTUAL, SELF- 
ESTEEM, AND ANXIETY FACTORS 

Pomper, Terry L. 
COGNITIVE STRATEGIES AND 
INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN 
BEGINNING READING ACHIEVEMENT 

Priddle, Betsy 

READING ACHIEVEMENT, SELF 

CONCEPT, AND RELATED AFFECTIVE 

VARIABLES IN INTERMEDIATE-AGE 

CHILDREN 
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Rickson, Kenneth Bertil 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MOTOR 

LEARNING AND READING COGNITION 

Rogers, Ann Boynton 
A STUDY OF THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS 
OF READING ACHIEVEMENT, THE 
PSYCHOMOTOR SKILL OF CURSIVE 
HANDWRITING, AND VISUAL-MOTOR 
INTEGRATION ABILITY OF FOURTH, 
FIFTH, AND SIXTH GRADE CHILDREN 

Rose, Shirley K. 

PROMISES AND POWER: MYTHS OF 

THE ACQUISITION OF LITERACY 

Staplin, Phyllis Mary 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENT 

LEARNING STYLE AND READING 

ACHIEVEMENT 

Stimpfle, Margaret Jean 
READING ACHIEVEMENT RELATIVE TO 
SCHOOL EFFECTIVENESS RESEARCH 

Walker, Rena Mae 
CONSTRUCT SYSTEMS OF SEVENTH 
GRADE STUDENTS AND THEIR 
RELATIONSHIPS TO READING ACHIEVE- 
MENT: AN APPLICATION OF KELLY'S 
REPERTORY GRID TECHNIQUE 

Wilson, Bonnie Jane von Hoff 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF FIELD DEPENDENCE- 
INDEPENDENCE AND PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF 
PASSAGE CONTENT TO RECOGNITION OF 
MAIN IDEAS AND DETAILS IN ILLUSTRATED 
AND NONILLUSTRATED EXPOSITORY TEXT 



Witkowski, Richard John 
EFFECTS OF A PARENT ADMINISTERED 
SUMMER PROGRAM ON READING AND 
MATHEMATICS SKILLS 
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FIPST GRADERS' SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED DEFINITIONS 
OF READING Crder No. DA8429187 

BoNOY, Elj/abeth. Ph D The University of Flofda. 1984. I82pp. 
Chairperson. Or Rulhellen Crew3 

• The purpose of this study was to investigate m detail the 
deflnilions of reading constructed by children in one first grade 
classroom. The researcher assumed a social-interaction perspectivt 
by which definitions of reading were viev/ed as meanings individuals 
assiQf>ed to reading as a result of their interactions in social contots. 
Thestudy focused on two guiding questions: (1) What ara the 
definitions of reading constructed by members of the lov; and high 
ability reading groups in one first grade classroom? (2) Are there 
patterns In children's definitions within and across ability groups? 

Qualitative research methods were used to collect and analyze 
data. Observations were conducted throughout the school day for 
150 hours during the first four months of school. These observations 
focused on children's speech messages about reading, their reading- 
related behavior, and their use of reading materials. Formal and 
informal interviews were conducted with children in the low and high 
reading groups, their teacher, and the children's kindergarten 
teachers. In addition, children's cumulative school records were 
examined. 

Data analysis was an ongoing process which proceeded through 
sevjarai phases. The analysis revealed six definitions of reading; 

(1) Reading is saying words correctly. (2) Reading is schooiworK. 
(3) Reading is a source of status. (4) Reading is a way to learn things. 
(5) Reading IS a pnvate pleasure. (6) Reading is a social activity. 

Although definitions were not clearly differentiated by group, low 
group children tended to construct the first three definitions, and high 
group children tended to construct the second three definitions. No 
definitions were Shared by all children, and most children used more 
than one definition to guide their reading-related behavior. Definition 
construction was found to be the result of an interactive process 
between the children and the teacher. Specifically, the vanables 
vi^hich seemed to be related to children's definitions were cognitive 
devrtopmenta! factors, children's entering views of reading, home 
experiences with written language, personality factors, and the 
context in which the defining process took place. 

The study highlighted the complexity of teaching and learning 
processes. The results suggested that in order for teachers to provide 
effective reading instruction for all students, they must become 
sensitive to the students' ways of thinking about readinfl. 



PERSON PERCEPTION IN THE CLASSROOM: STUDENTS* 
PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR READING-GROUPS AND PEERS 
WITHIN THESE GROUP^S OrderNo. DA8423121 

Curtis, Carolyn G . Ph.D. f ^rdham Untversity i984 289op 
Mentor; Gita Kedar-Voivod/ , 

The purpose of this study was to determine tr>e effects of 
child ''en s age. sex. reading ability group and sex of the perceived 
peer upon perceptions of reading group .neers. Knowledge 
concerning policies related lo group formation and change, ar>d 
evaluations of reading group. This study is theoretically based on 
models of person perception (for example. Livesiey & Bromley. 1973; 
Peevers & Secord, 1973) and social cognition (Frske. 1980). 

The following research questions were exploied. (1) Does age. 
sex, reading ability group, and sex of the perceived peer affect 
number of units produced and category usage*?^ (2) Does age. sex. 
and reading ability group affect: (a) knowledge concerning policies 
related to group formation and change? (b) degree of liking for group 
and degree of satisfaction with group placement*^ and (c) number 
positive, negative and neutral statements. 

The sample population consisted of 54 children rai^domly se^cted 
from grades 1.3 and Sin an elementary school m Western 
Connecticut. The final population was evenly divided by grade, sex 
and reading ability group. 

Three instruments were developed by the investigator for this 
study; (1) Peer Perception Interview, to n>easure perceptions of 
peers within reading groups. (2) Knowledge interview, to nneaaure 
knowledge of policies governing reading group formation and 
change. (3) Evaluation Interview, to measure evaluations of reading 
group. 

Analyses of variance were computed to test for grorp difterencei 
in mean number of units produced. Chi-square tests were corrrpuled 
to test for group differences in category usage. Significance was set 
at .05 by the investigator. 

For number of units produced, significant differences vi^e found 
between age groups; no significant differences were found between 
•ex, reading ability groups, and sex of perceived peer. For catepory 
usage, significant differences were found between sex. aee. reedmg 
ability group, and sex of perceived peer, significance differences were 
also found in category usage for both Knowledge and Evaluation 
Interviews. 

The majof conclusion wu that age. sex. read*^g abiNty group, and 
sex of perceived peer influenced perceptions of reading group p^wt. 
knowledge of grouping policies, and evaluations of reading group. 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SELF-CONCEPT AND 
READING ABILITY IN A SELECTED GROUP OF SECONDARY 
STUDENTS OrderNo, DA8503150 

CiA«K, Rosa Velma. Eo D East Texas State University, 1384 . 90pp. 
Adviser: Robert G Munday 

Purpose of the Study The major purpose of this study was to 
determine the relationship between selt-concept and reading ability m 
a selected group of ninth-, eleventh-, and twelfth. grade students, as 
measured by the Tennessee Self-Concept Scale and the Nelson- 
Denny Reading Test. Also of concern was this relationship compared 
according to the variables of gender and ethnicity. 

Procedure. To obtain data for this study, the two instruments were 
administered to a selected group of 2l6 secondary students during 
the Fall Semester, 1983-1984 in three different schools. Scores were 
tabulated manually and recorded on a composite table ?;howing all 
data related to self-concept and reading ability. The raw data were 
analyzed by the East Texas State University Computer Center. 
Pearson products moment correlation coefficients and a f -test for 
significance were applied to test the hypotheses. The 05 level of 
significance was used as the point of rejection for the null 
hypotheses. 

Findings. In order to analyze the degree of relationship between 
self-concept a»xj reading ability, six hypotheses were stated. Each of 
these hypotheses was analyzed to determine whether or not a 
significant relationship existed between self-concept and reading 
ability in a selected group of secondary students. When the 
hypotheses were tested through the application of the Pearson 
product moment 'elation coefficients and the rtest for 
Significance was co guted. and data revealed that the six hypotheses 
relating to the relationship between self concept and reading ability 
A^as greater than the 05 level of significance Therefore, the s^x 
hypotheses were ^eiected 

O 
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RELATIONSHIP OF ASPECTS OF A PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
PROGRAM WITH THE MASTERY OF SELECTED READING 
COMPREHENSION SKILLS AMONG A GROUP OF SEVENTH 
GRADE STUDENTS Order No< DA650278e 

Dawncll, Charlottc Constance Holt, Ph.D. The University of 
Michigan, 1984. 134pp. Chairman: William L. Cash, Jr. 

The purpose of this study was to determine whether seventh grade 
students* reading scores, which indicated their knowledge of reading 
comprehension skills, would be influenced by their parents' 
participation in a parent involvement program. The question whteh 
dictated the design of the study asked if a difference existed between 
the reading scores received by students whose parents particlptled 
in a parent involvement program and similar scores received by 
anotfier group of students whose parents did not participate in such a 
program for parents when all students »vere measured arxi compared 
on the reading portion of the 1979-80 Michigan Educational 
Assessment Program. 

The focus of this study was on forty seven, seventh grade, Article 
111 students enrolled at two middle schools in the Northwest section of 
Detroit. The experimental design employed involved a before and 
after comparison, within and between, an expenrDental and a control 
group of students. Whereas parents of students in the experimental 
group were exposed to the Parents Assisting in Reading (PAR) 
component of the ESAA Basic Middle School Hon^ Curriculum 
Program, the parents of students in the control group were not 
exposed to the parent involvement program. 

The Michigan Educational Assessment Program s reading 
instrument wt^s adminrstered to the students in both the experimental 
and control groups, on a pre and post treatment bas-i While pretest 
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datt was gathered from student records that contair>6d the results oi 
students' performance on the seventh grade MEAP administered in 
November 1979, posttest data was obtained from the results of 
students' performance on an alternative form of the same test 
administered in April of 1980. 

Snce the major research question addressed the comparison of 
differences between randomly selected experimental and control 
groups with less than thirty members; in each group, the Student T- 
test within the computer software program of the Michigan Interactive 
Data analysis System (MiDAS) was applied to the data in ord# to test 
for the significance of the difference between group means in each of 
the twenty-one hypotheses tested. After this procedure was 
implemented, the results indicated that at the ,05 level, there was "no 
significant difference" between experimental and control group 
meant in any of the twenty- one hypotheses tested. The null 
hypothesis was accepted in all instances. 

Rnally, the researcher concedes that no one program offers a 
panacea. Yet. as educators, we must continue to explore all 
possibilities. Although this study is not the solution, the program 
represented a valiant attempt by the Detroit Public Schools to improve 
reading skills among middle school students. 



PERCEIVED LEADERSHIP BEHAVIORS AND DEMOGRAPHIC 
CHARACTERISTICS OF PRINCIPALS AS THEY RELATE TO 
STUDENT READING ACHIEVEMENT IN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS Order No. DA8427958 

Edwards, Paul I . J«„ Eo D. University of South Florida. 1984. 
I69pp, Major Professor: Dr.W. Benjamin 

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between 
the perceived leadership behaviors and demographic characteristics 
of principals and the reading achievement levels of students in 
elementary schools. The study was designed to examine specific 
principal behaviors which distinguished principals of schools with 
more effective reading programs from principals of schools with less 
effective reading programs. 

Forty schools were selected to compose the final ample and were 
among the 20 highest and ?0 lowest scoring schools on the CTBS 
Achievement Test given in the Spring of 1983 in Hillsborough County, 
FlorKja. Schools were stratified and matched relative to reading 
aptitude scores and the socioecur.omic status of the ger'^ral school 
population. 

A questionnaire applicable to the focus of the study was selected 
for use in data gathering. The 40 principals and 186 teachers 
participating in the study responded to 29 items on a 6-point bipolar 
numerical scale, rating the involvement of teachers, students and 
parents with the principal in reading program behaviors. 
Demographic information was collected on a second questionnaire. 

The data from this study support the hypothesis that a relationship 
does exist between the principal's leadership behavior relative to the 
school reading program and the reading achievement levels of 
students within that program. 

The findingji suggested that teachers in schools with more 
effective reading programs perceived their principals as being highly 
visible and involved with teachers, students and parents. The 
teachers m schools with less effective reading programs perceived 
their principals as significantly less involved. 

Principal demographic characteristics examined In this study did 
not relate to school effectiveness. The homogeneity of characteristics 
required of principals within the sample could have affected this 
result. 

Specific behaviors which differentiated principal groups were 
identified m the study and indicated that the principals of schools with 
more effective reading programs were more effective in the areas of 
personnel management, public relations and in assuming the ultimate 
responsibility of instructional leadership within the school. 
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EFFECTS OF RETENTION ON READING ACHIEVEMENT 
AMONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Order No. DAa500375 
Q»Lie«T, Shirl Edward, II, Ph.D. Purdue University, 1984. 21 2pp. 
Kyjor Professor Everett W. Nicholson 

This study sought to determine if retention was a viable and 
educationally sound inten/erHion strategy for improving reading 
achievement. Seventeen hundred arxJ eighty-two (1782) subjects 
were selected from grades 4 through 8 for the study. The subjects 
were assigned to one of ttiree treatn>ent groups-retained, socially 
pronK3ted, or academically promoted. 

The data for this study consisted of the /owa Tests of Basic Skills 
(Forms 7 and 8) pre- and posttest comprehensive reading scores for 
each student involved in the sample. A3xSx2x5 Factorial Analysis 
of Covarlance design, utilizing the Biomedical Program BMDP2V and 
ANOVA, was used to determine if significant differences existed 
adjusted mean scores of the tt>ree treatment groups, over the five 
years, between the sexes, ^ over the five grades. The covarlate in 
every instance was the pretest score for that particular year which 
was statistically removed to provide more valid comparisons. 

The find. ngs of this research Indicated that (1) little d iff erecKe 
existed between the reading achievement of students socially 
promoted and those retained; (2) grade was always significant; 
(3) sex of the subjects was not a significant variable; (4) the year in 
which the test was given did make a difference; (5) sex by treatment 
interactions were not significant and (6) grade by treatment and year 
by treatment interactions were not significant for tt>e individual years, 
but showed mixaj results for the combined five years of the study. 

These results suggest that social promotion is no more valuable 
ttian retention in improving reading achievement arxl that the 
usefulness of retention, as a group intervention strategy, is 
questionable for improving tt)e reading achievement of poor urban 
biack youngsters. Many factors outskje the parameters of this study 
influenced its inconclusive results as well as accounted for practical 
experience thm indicates retention is effectiveWor improving the 
reading achie'/ement of some students on an individual basis. 



THE EFF'ECTS OF TWO COUNSELING MODELS, VALUES 
CLARIFICATION AND COGNITIVE BEHAVIOR 
MODIFICATION, ON READING IMPROVEMENT AND SELF 
CONCEfi»T Order No. DA8424«44 

GiLUSPiii, LiNOA Ann, Eo.D. University of the Pacific, ^B63. 140pp. 

The purpose of this study was to determine the efectivenees two 
counseling models, values clarification and cognitive behavior 
modification on the improvement of reading skills and the 
enhancement of self-concept. The subjects were 137 tenth prade 
stt'dents at a central California high school. 

Two experimental groups and one control group with 
approximately 25 students each were pre- and posttested with i 
Nelson Reading Test, Form A and B, and a semantic differential. One 
exi:>efimental group received values clarification training, the other 
cognitive behavior modification training. The study was replicated 
once for valioiiy. 

It was hypothesized that both experimental groups would show 
significant mean gains in reading on the Nelson Reading Test and 
alsc* on each of the concepts of the semantic differential, as 
compared with each other and with the control group. It was also 
hypothesized that males arvj females would have equal mean galrvs in 
treatment effects. 

The data was analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social 
sSciences (SPSS). Analysis of covariance was used to analyze the 
results with an explication of the comparisons between groups wt>ere 
the semantic differential was used. Fisher's LSD Multiple Comparison 
Test was used with the Nelson Reading Test where statistical 
significance was indicated from the analyses of covariance. The alpha 
level was set at .05. 

The findings revealed that on the semantic differential, neither 
cognitive behavior modification nor values clarificat'on showed 
Significant gains. There were no significant findings in gertJer 
differences. There was a signlticant finding with the results for the 
experimental groups for values clarification Both groups showed a 
gain of approximately one grade level on the Nelson Reading Test 
between pre- and posttest. 

•s 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRESCHOOL ATTENDANCE, 
READING ACHIEVEMENT, AND PUPIL BEHAVIOR 

Order No. DAa425689 
GivfN«. ROBCBT Eugene, Eo.D. Pepp9rdln9 Untv9rsiry, 1984. 80pp. 
Chairperson: Cara Garcia 

StM*0m§nt of th§ Problem, This Study was designed to determine 
wtiat relationships exist between the reading achievement and 
behavior of first, second, and third grades basad on preschool v. no 
preschoo' attendance and sex. 

Pf()iC9dur9, A sample of ninety first second and third graders was 
Ml#ct«d from the twenty three elemtnt&f7 school Compter 
Dtsthct. The retding acorea of the tubiecta baasd on the Caiilomia 
AcNev«ment Test, Form C^ were obtained and a the teachers of tt>eM 

studsnts rated pupti behavior c -^ing the Pupil Behavior Rating Scale.^ 
For eech grade level n mean score wu obtained. A two-way ANOVA 
was computed for each grade level and a levef of .05 was utilited tc 
test hypotheses. 

Pesu/f5. Two main hypotheses with five sub-hypotheses were 
tested. The results may be summarized as follows: (1) Students who 
attended preschool scored significantly higher in reading 
achievement across grades one, two, and three than dkJ students who 
had rK)t attended preschool. (1.1) There was no significant difference 
in reading achievement between the sexes. (1 2) There was 
SM>gjf)cant interaction between preschool and sex in ii)e reading 
achievement of students. (2.0) There was a significant difference 
betwe e n the behavior of students in grade two who had atter>ded 
preschool and those who had not, but not between the behavior of 
students in grades one and three who had attended preschool and ^ 
those who had not. (2.1) There was a significant difference between 
the behavior of girls and boys for grade two. (2.2) There was not a 
significant interaction between preschool and sex as related to 
behavior. 

Conclusion. There is a strong irxJication, therefore, that pre- . 
school attendance for Black students such as those in this study 
may have a causal relationship with reading and behavior in primary 
grades. It was recommended that these variables should be studied 
in exoenmertal design. 



^C4lffornlM Achi9v0m9nt Tests Form C and 0: T^hniCMl Bulletin 1 
(Monterey, Ca.: CTB/McGraw Hill. 1979.) 

iNadir>e M. Lambert Carolyn S. Hart^^gh, and Ell M. Bower. PvpH 
80hM¥ior Raf/ng Scafe: AdministrMtlon and C/ae MMnuMi (Monetrey, 
Ca.: CTB/McGraw'HIII. 1979.) 



A STUDY OF THE DIFFERENCES IN OBSERVABLE 
CHARACTERISTICS OF LEARNED HELPLESSNESS 
DEMONSTRATED ON A READING TASK BY 
UNDERACHIEVING AND ACHIEVING FOURTH-, FIFTH- AND 
SIXTH-GRADE BOYS OF LOW AND HIGH SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
STATUS Order No. DA8500579 

GirrzMMCMin, Hal U^wrenoi, Ph.D. Univrsity of Missouri • Qo/t/mWe, 
1964. 112pp. Supervisor Veralee B. Hardin 

A/rpo^es.Thepurposesof this study were: (1) to determine 
whether reading achievers and reeding underachievers demonstrated 
a difference in the number of observable characteristics of learned 
helplessness. (2) to determine whether low socio-economic status 
boys and high socio-economic status boys demonstrated a differer>ce 
In the number of observable characteristics of learned helplessness, 
(3) to determine whether a significant interaction existed between 
socio-economte status and reading achievement 

Vff f/jodo/ogy. Thirty .four male subjects were selected for this 
investigation and grouped according to raadifM] achievemer^ and 



f^r?K!^r^K '^^^^ '^^'^^ represented a population of 

T^i^^^^ ^^P'^^ ''""^ • mid .Missouri community, 

r..?^ collected data during regularly scheduled 

eading classy. Grou w of two or three students were observed three 
l^rS n"^K^ ^^'^ approximately ^S.minulwSch 

S^oS'hv ^e/p/e«ne55 Ot^s.r.atlonal Sca/t. which wss 

developed by the researcher, the obsen/ers recorded behaviors 
rTsT^^^ ^Plassness exh^ited by VachSt. 

J^^sufts. A two-way analysis of variance revealed no sianificant 

betr:;?rcNe:^ ^ iearSS^hdp'C^^^^ 

SrS^i^ underachievers, between boys of low and 

h^h socto^econoni»c sutus or in the interaction of achievementand 

^^^^^ini!^ may demonstrate more behaviors indicative 5 
Jtmed helpless than achievers and- that low socio^-economic statua 
boys may demonstrate more behaviors indicative of learned 
wpiessness than high socio-economic status boys 

Conc/as/ons Although not statistically significant, underachievina 
Si^^r.^!!'""'' •"^^^'^ more'behaviors indicat^^^^^^ 

5*fl"^ficance, boys in grades four, 
and Six of low socio.economic status exhibit more oehaviors 
TJll""!^^ helplessness than boys in grades ?our^flve and 

fcir flJ?!^^^^^ ^^'"fi ^oys in gradeT 

four, five and six, reading achieveme.it is unrelated to the socio 
genomic status of the individual being observed 



THE EFFECTS OF LIBRARY SKILL INSTRUCTION ON THE 
ACADEMIC ACHIE>'EMENT, KNOWLEDGE OF LIBRARY 
SKILLS, AND ATTITUDES TOWARD READING OF SIXTH 
GRADE STUDENTS Order No, DA8S02654 

KtuSY, Ramona Nolih, Ph.D. Taxes Woman *a Unlvrslh; I9d4, 

Purpos; The purpose of this study was to compare academy 
achievement, knowledge of library skills, and attitudes toward reedino 
of sixth grade students who participated in an instructional library 
program to those who did not participate in an instructional library 
program. 

Procedures. The study employed a randomized control-group 
posttest only d<^gn. The sample consisted of 410 sixth grade 
students from five elementary schools with instructional library 
programs who served as the experimental group and 330 sixth grade 
students from five elementary schools without instructional library 
programs who served as the control group in one Texas schoot 
district. The instructional program, based on the district's Library 
Curriculum Guide, was experienced by the experimental group and 
not by the control group. The CslHornlM Achievement Tests (CAT), 
Ohio School LIbriry/Medie Test, and Estes Reading Attltuda Sca/e, 
measured academic achievement, knowledge of library skills, and 
attitudes toward reading, respectively. Three-f actor analysis of 
variance of the Oaf, the Ohio, and the Este^ was performed for effects 
due to treatment, gender, reading ability level, and all possible 
interactions of the main effects. 

Results. No significant differences were found in mean scores 
between the experimental and the control group in academic 
achievement (experimental group equaled 7.83 and the control group 
equaled 7.89), in knowledge of libra^ skills (experimenui group 
equaled 31.67 and control group equaled 30:99). and in attftudee 
toward reading (experimental group equaled 18.54 and control group 
equaled 17.98). Significant differences were found In the following 
cases: (1) In academic achievement knowledge of library skills, and 
attitudes toward reading, (a) girls scored significantly higher than 



ERLC 



9 



boyi. and (b) ttudctntsin th« high, midol«, and low reading ability 
groijpa attained aignificantiy different mean scores. (2) In knowledge 

of library skills, students in the experknental high ability reading group 
scored significantly higher than those students in the control high 
ability reading group. Students in the experimental mkldie ability 
reading group scored significantly lower than those students in the 
control middle ability reading group. No significant differences 
occurred between the experimental and control low ability reedi^ 
group. 



THE CONTRIBUTION OF SELECTED HOME ENVIRONMENTAL ' 
FACTORS TO THE READING ACHIEVEMENT OF SCHOOL 
AGED CHILDREN Order No, DA84231 25 

Lit. Carol Sul. Ph.D. forcfrtam Un/Ver$/fy, 1984. 165pp. Mentor: 
Pose Hagin 

Five home environmental variables were studied in relation to the 
reading achievement of 27 average readers and 27 superior readers. 
Parents of second, third, and fourth grade children, who attend four 
schools tn a.suburban school district.^ere interviewed in thetr homes 
to gather information on language interaction In the home; parental 
assistance with reading skills; parental mcdeling of reading 
behaviors; parental structuring of time, materials, and experiences; 
and parental involvement in school related issues. The two groups of 
readers, who were drawn from predominantty white, middle cltM 
families, were matched on school, grade, and 10. 

The data collected from the^^pme Environmental Process 
Interview Schedule were subjected to a factor analysis which revealed 
five factors similar to the factors proposed. The factor scores were 
then analyred by a discriminant function analysis which revealed 
sigr>ificant differences between the groups on Modeling, Language 
Interaction, Structuring, and Parental Assistance. The amount of 
Parental Involvement in school issues did not differentiate the groups, 
although the nature of parental involvement varied within the sample. 

Pvlodeling (which contributed most to th€ difference between the 
groups) Language Interaction, and Structuring had a positive 
relationship to reading achievement. Parents of superior readers read 
more themselves, provided more books and otner reading materials, 
and engaged in more educational and language activities with their 
children. Superior readers were more likely to talk in depth about their 
concerns, to read more in their leisure time, and to watch less TV than 
average readers. 

Parental Assistance was inversely related to reading achievement 
with average readers receiving more assistance than superior 
readers. Average readers may have been In greater need of 
assistance and may have asked for help more often from parents. 
Another explanation of this result is that the reading relationship 
between average readers and their parents was characterized by 
fewer positive experiences related to reading and more pressure to 
develop reading skills These children may have viewed reading as a 
chore for which there was little reward. 

implications of the results for understanding the reading procesa 
and for early chiWhood education were discussed Recommerxiattons 
for future research are offered. 



Th« inveatioator-designftj data B«tt>erinfl instruments were fmin 

e envlnnTru^H '"y***'**^ '"'ormai panel of professon of 
elementary education from two Louisiana universities Th« «^i.nr- 

wH!',!'.*'^''''" (SR A) standardized readfnj fhievenSS,?t« 
wM used to measure reading abilities. This test has be^n 
nat.onw,de and has been evaluated by profeSonal r^ev^o, 

score, a read.ng vocabulary score, and a total reading' scT^STetch 

An initial analysis of the data failed to reveal a rfelntinn.w^ 

Sirtln ^""^ ''^'""y seryicts: however, when categor^ of 

r^ .d to^JJ- '^^il!!'"*^^' » relatioSh^°wTifound 
cemra?ii 1^ l""^""^ ^^^^^"^ schoola with 

centralized branes were found to read more books on uraUraoe 

^^K^L^'^^u^ centralized libna^rles Stud^ 
JJ>^.t^f'' '"'^^"''"^ iibrariesaJso read mori bSks fo?S£5 
work and for general information. A greater percentooJ S\7a2^ i 
ijchoofe with centralized libraries addltSj!^po^^^^^ 

profess/onal qualifications of library personnT ^ 



COMPARISON OF DIRECT INSTRUCTION AND LEARNING 
STYLE INSTRUCTION ON READING ACHIEVEMENT AND 

ATTITUDES OF THIRD GRADERS WITH IDENTIFIED 
LEARNING STYLE PREFERENCES Order No, DA841 »067 
MAeoouus, Fhancinc Rockwood. Eo.D. Univrsity of Sot'rt CMrofIng 
1964. 98pp. 

In this study, the investigator explored the differences in reading 
achievement and attitudes ot thirty-three children when instruction 
wet delivered first by direcl instruction and second in keeping with 
learning style preferences. During Time 1, the effects of direct 
inatruction on reading achi^jvement and affective attitudes of children 
with differing learning style preferences were examined. Data were 
faiafyzed using both the one way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and 
the Kruskal-Wallis Test procedures. No statistically significant 
differences were found. 

During Time 2. relativefy homogeneous groups for reading 
achievement were foraged. A compai ison of the effects of direct 
inatruction and learning style instruction on reading achievement and 
affective attitudes of children with identified learning style 
preferences was made. Data were analyzed using pooled t-teata and 
the KrusKai-WalHs teat procedures. No statistically significant 
dffferencee were found. Influencea and trends in the overall findings 
were noted, and are discussed. 



A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF READING HABITS AND * 
ABILITIES OF STUDENTS IN SELECTED ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS IN NORTH LOUISIANA WITH AND WITHOUT 
CENTRALIZED LIBRARIES Order No. DA8423e76 

Lows, Joy Lamsert, Ph.D. North Ux$s Stgf Univrsfty. 1984. I74pp. 

The problem addressed by this investigation is whether the 
provision of centralized school library services is related to the 
reading habits and reading abilrti^s of elementary school children. In 
considering this problem, a survey approach was utilized which 
entailed the examination of standardized reading achieven>ent test 
scores, student reading records, and parent teacher, and student 
Questionnaira responaee. The study waa conducted during the 1981 « 
1982 school year. The subjects of the study included 763 students in 
self-contained third, fourth, and f^fth grade ciasaroome in four 

O 
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE COGNITIVE STYLE PAIR OF 
RISK TAKING Als»D CAUTIOUSNESS TO THE QUALITY OF 
ORAL READING MISCUES Order No. DA8426279 

Marks. Nancy Louise. Ph.D. Cast IVesfern Reserve UnlvnHy, 1884. 
157pp. 

The purpose )f this study was to measure the relationship o4 a fifth 
grade reader's 1 ivel of cognitive risk taking or cautiousness to the 
percent of error correction, the sound similarity of the observed 
response or mtscue <o that of the expected response, and the 
resultant <evel of meaning change of miscues in oral reading, T^e 
R9^ding V^'scut Inventory M^nuMl developed by Y. Goodman and C. 
Burke was used to analyie the quality of oral reading miscues using a 

10 



psychoiinguistic assessment. Risk taking was defined operationally tn 
lermt of the scores obtained on three decision-making instruments: 
Draw-fl-Circle. Clues and Ring Toss where the subject was free to 
choose the degree of risk under which he*or she woukj operate. 

The sample consisted of 72 white fifth graders. 29 males and 43 
females, from two very similar suburban public school systems with 
average to above-average socio-economic status. Those selected had 
an IQ score between 85 and 116 and were reading within six months 
in either direction of grade level. 

This study was based on the following rationale: Previous research 
cited had demonstrated a relationship between cognitive ityle and 
reading achievement. The psychoiinguistic model of reading pointy to 
the importance of nsk taking in relation to cue selection, hypothesis 
testing, and gaining meaning from print. Since reading miscues may 
represerit the cues a reader selected to attend to as he decodes 
printed material, a predisposition to a more risky or cautious cognitive 
style may affect this cue selection. 

A significant Reason product-moment correlation coefficient at the 
.05 level was found for percent of errors corrected and the scores 
obtained on Ring Toss for School District 2. A significant relationship 
was also found for degree of sound similarity of oral reading errors to 
the expected response and scores on Ring Toss for males. Both 
findings were not in the expected direcUon. Since this study was 
exploratory, results appear inconclusive and 'urther research is 
needed before the nature of the relationship between risk taking and 
oral reading miscues can be defined Further research is particularly 
recommended m the development of risk taking instrurT>enta which 
can validly measure the risk taking dimension as a cognitive styit. 



ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT GROWTH IN READING 
AND MATHEMATICS DURING THE SUMMER 

Order No. DA85a3437 

McLaughlin, MARirrr* N., Ph.D. The University of Nebraske • Lincoin, 
1984. 135pp. Adviser: F. William Sesow 

^ This thesis is composed of a study which includes an examination 
of student achievement changes in mathematics and reading during 
the summer vacation from school, the types v*f activities students 
participate in during the summer, and the hypothesized relaiionshipe 
between sumfT>er activities, demographic factors and sftjdent 
achievement changes. 

Three of the hypotheses postulated no significant changes rn 
reading and mathematics achievement test scores from spring to fall 
testing, and no significant difference between reading and 
mathematics test score chanoea from spring to fall. The relationshipe 
between socioecorwnic status and family status and achievement 
were examined The reiatH>nshipe between selected summer actk/itiee 
and achievement score char>gee were analyzed 

The reading arKj mathemetica sectione of tt>e SRA Achievement 
Series, forme D or E, were administered to the third and fourth grade 
students in four elementuy achoota in a m<d*aized MMweet^m school 
district in the spring and fall of 1983. A sun/ey of summer activities 
was administered to the parents of the students in the fall of 1983. 
Spring and fall achieven^ent test results and surveys were available 
for approximately 200 students. The data was analyzed using T-teet 
and ANOVA statistical techniques, as appropriate. 

It was concluded that mathematics achievement scores declir>6d 
s*flrj<ficantiy during the summer. Reading achievement scores showed 
a significant increase during the summer. A statlstlcaify significant 
difference existed between the direction of changes in mathematics 
scores and the direction of the changes in reading scores. * 
Socioeconomic status and family factors were noi significant factors. 

Few summer activities were found to be related to achievement 
changes during tf»e summer. Playing school, one of the few activrtiea 
in which children might practice matherratics skills during the 
summer was found to be significantly related to mathematics 
achievement. Time spent reading appeared to be related to reading 
achievement. Television viewing, although not statistically significant, 
^eerned to have a trivial negative relationship with mathematics 
achievement, and a trivial positive relationship with reading 
achievement. 

The finoinga indicate the range of student achievement levels in 
reading and mathematics when scIkhjI opens in the fail. The 
traditional fall review rr^alhefp.ttici skills appears to be supported, 
wt^iie a review of rear' ..q skills may I'vot be warranted^for the majority 
of students. 
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RELATIONSHIPS AMONG SEVENTH GRADERS' VISUAL AND 
VERBAL IMAGERY. ERROR DETECTION, AND READING 
COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE IN NARRATIVE TEXTS 

Order No. DA8419539 

NeuDER. RosiUYN MADELINE. Ph D University of Maryland. 1983. 
190pp. Supen/isor: Dr. John Eliot 

One hundred and ninety-six seventh-grade students representino 
dtfferent degrees of visual and verbal imagery ba.sed on the IrxJividual 
Differences Questionnaire were the initial sample for this study. Sixty 
of these subjects were selected as the subsample on the basts of 
extreme scores used to identify four groups of combined levete of 
visualization and verblliration: High-High. High-Low, LfljA^-HiQh and 
Low-Low. ' 

Three tas;<s were administered: (1) Paivio's Individual Difference 
Questionnaire, (2) multiple error detection of text-template 
inconsistencies for two original narratives, and (3) reading 
comprehension using muUfple-fthoice !ext- and reader-based 
questions for each of the oiiginal narratives. 

The dependent variables in this study were: nomdirected probe*, 
inconsistent items, non-directed probes-consistent items, directed 
probes, and reading cogiprehension. Two-way ANOVA's were used to 
test visual-verbal imagery differences and error detection uscng nocv - 
directed probes. Three-way ANOVA's with repeated measures wef% 
used to assess visual-verbal imagery and error d atection (item 
placement at two levels) using directed probes, and visual-verbal 
imagery and question types (text- and reader-based questions) awM * 
reading comprehension. Tests of correlat-ons and tests of diHerencee 
were used to measure the strength and .lirection of the relationships 
between error detection and reading comprehension. ^ 

Results showed significant differences between high arxJ tow 
levels of visualization and verbaliz.ition in most tests for error 
detection. Planned painwise comparisons were supported for non- • 
directed probes (inconsistent items) between combined levels of 
visualization and verbalization. Analys?^ further indicated viauaiization 
was an important factor in error detection and reading 
comprehension. Correlational tests on data were significant for nine 
out of ten correlations. The inconsistent variables and the consistent 
variaoles detected with directed probes were predicted and found to 
be positively correlated with text- and reader-based comprehmion 
Questir^ns; whereaa, the non-directed consistent variable virat 
expected and found to be negatively coaelated with text- and rvmte* 

btaed comprehension questions. Tests of differemiM ha n i f ur 
corrrtattona for text- and reader-baSd romp^SSS^^ 
s*flnificant for all flv^ teste. p^en^Ttion were r^ 

Approximately eighty percent of all research hypotheses in this 
l!^prS5"''°'''^- ^^"^'"^'^'^ ''''''^'^^ f or fS«^^ 



DEVELOPMENTAL DIFFERENCES IN HEMISPHERIC 
INTEGRATION FOR SEMANTIC AND PHONOLOGIC 
PROCESSING AND PIAGETIAN STAGES FOR NORMAL AND 
DISABLED READERS Order No, 0AM00194 

Novcuo, Alice Marie, Ph.D. St. John's University, 1984. 104pp. 

Recent research has demonst'-ated language processing 
difficulties and a specific deficit li^ the grapheme to phoneme 
conversion for poor readers. Or. the other hand, evidence exists in 
support of a maturational lag underlying reading retardation in 
children. All behavior results from the integrated functioning of both 
hemispheres. There is evidence for a maturatlonaJ trend in 
interhemispheric integration in information processing and congnitw« 
development. The question raised by this study was whether ttiere 
would be a developmental change in this grapheme to phoneme 
conversion deficit 

The purpose of thi-. study was to examine the age change* for 9, 
12. and 15 year old ncmal and disabled readers on semantic and 
rhyme tasks. In ac/dilK n, cognitive development was examined bv 
means of Piagetian ta: ks. 

The results Ihia s udy force a reexamination of the concepts of 
lag and deficit. Too fre quently they are treated as monolithic aryj th« 
study Shows cleaiiy that they are specific to specific tasks. The data 
concerning interhemtspheric Integration, as measured by the ability to ■ 
deal with the effects of lateralired presentation, indicated that there 
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w#rt no diff •rtncw betwMn good arxl poor readers irxj bom 
,^0Qr«MSd at tht lumt ratt. With respect to dealing with a verfa^ 
taiK. It was found that poor refders were significantly slower than 
good readers but by ag« 15. couW do the task as accurately as the 
good readers. With riepect to Piaget, there was ovidence of a classU. 
maturational lag. Although. the poor re-adeis were inferior to the good 
readers at all ages both progressed at the time rate. 

The results of this jtudy make it clear that the t^ieoretira 
stn^ctures underlying the lag and deficit controversy rrjust be 
examined more carefully a/vj that, when talking about lags ard 
deflcita. terma being' used must be defined more clearly. 



PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN RCADir^iO AND ITS EFFECT ON 
READING ATTITUDES, INTERESTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
SELECTED STUDENTS Order No, DA841 8990 

O'Mahoncv. Thomas Kevin. Ph.D. The Ohio S(afe Unlv9rsfty, 1984. 
139pp. Adviser: Professor James Kerter 

The problem under investigation was to involve parents arxJ 
students m specific reading related activities contained wilhki the 
Internationa! Readjng Olympic Games (IROG) and then determine 
parental affect upon student attitudes, interests and achievements in 
reading. 

The experimental sample was drawn from a population of 153 boys 
and girls enrolled in grades four and five in a public elementary 
school in a large urban school district in the midwestern United 
States. Control subjects were drawn from a population of 148 boys 
and girts in a similar elementary schoo! within the same school 
district. 

A Solomon Four-Group' design was employed to control for prelMt 
effects. Forty-eight subjects were selected from each group to further 
control for student race, sex and SES. One half of the subjects from 
each group were pretested for reading attitudes, reading inlereatt, 
use of personal time and television viewing habits. The IROQ wet 
then administered to the expeHmental group over a three week 
period. All subjects in both groups were then posttested for reading 
attitudes, reading interests, use of personal time, television viewing 
hab«ts. and reading comprehension. All parents were then surveyed 
for ttieir involvement in their children's reading. 

Analysis of variance and co-variance, as well as means and 
starKlard deviations were taken to determine differences between the 
two groups. The study results indicate that no differences existed 
between the two groups prior to the IROG treatment. Postteit result»» 
however, ir>dicated significant gains for the experimental group wMh 
regard to student reading attitudes and achievements, use gf 
personal time and television viewing habits. No significant poettest 
difference was noted with regard to student reading interests. 

The results of the study suggest that activities such as the IROQ, 
can influence student reading attitudes and achievements. Also 
student use of personal time and televtston viewing habits can be 
positively affected by activities such as the IROQ. 

0 



A COMPARISON OF NORMAL AND DISABLED READERS IN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON INTELLECTUAL, SELF-ESTEEM, 
AND ANXIETY FACTORS Order No. DA8504831 

P»M, Gmcc FuNQ, Ph.D. Un/Vars/fyof Georg/a, 1984. 125pp. Director 
BertO. Richmond 

This Atudy examined the variables of intellectual facto/iof 
disabled and normal readers to determine if disabled readers were 
inefficient in acquiring necessary reading skills rather than lacking in 
the cognitive competence for their succe^ul perfomance. 
Additionally, variables of affective domains were examined to 
investigate the social/psychoiogical aspects of reading. Eighty 
subjects of seven to eight years of age participated in this study. They 
were evenly divided by sex and level into four groups. Subjects took 
the Gates-MacGinite Reading Test, Wechsler Intelligence Scale for 



Children F>i5vised. California Achievement Test-Form C. Level 12 and 
Level ^3, Coopersmlth Self-Estee inventory, arxl Revised ChjWren's 
fvUiiirfest Anxiety Scale. 

A 2 X 2 (oex X level) analysis of variance yielded significant main 
effects (or the variables of intellectual factors, self-esteem, anxiety 
and lie scores between disabled and normal reaoers. However, except 
for anxiety and lie there were no significjint interaction.effects of the 
same variables due to tl>e two groups' biological sex differences. Both 
disabled and norm^ l readers showed a significant relationship 
between reading achievement and variables of some affective factors 
Among these most interesting findings was r significant negative 
relationship between anxiety levei and reading achievement for 
d'Mbied readers a.nd a significant positive relatior>ship betv^een seN* 
-'sieem f4nd reariiini schf-^nr^mtfor normal readers. 



COGNITIVE STRATEGIES'AND INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN 
BEGINNING "Reading achievement Order No. DA8503697 
PoMpen, Tc^RV L., Ph.D. Bryn Mswr Co//ege, 1984. 104pp. 

This Study was designed to investigate the relationship between 
analytic and organizational skills and reading achievement arnong 
be<)inning learners. Children in two first-grade classtroorrs were 
administered reading and intelligence measures and were tested on 
four experimental tasks designed to tap individual differences in the 
use of analytic and organizational strategies. Good readers (Superior 
and Grade-level) )erformed significantly better than poor readers 
(Primer and Pre primer levels) on three of the four experimental tasks. 
Good readers scanned visual stimuli more systematically, descHbed 
visual configurations more completely and more accurately, arvl 
recalled configurational and sequential stimuli better than did 
subjects reading below grade-level. Good and pooi reading groups - 
did not differ significantly in their ability to analyze and relate a story 
expressed in a four-part pictorial r equence. The same pattern ct 
results was obtained when the effect of IQ on readi ng scores wm 
controlled. 

Task manipulations and protocol analyses indicated that whHe tfie 
Good readers were highly consistent in their tendency to analyze and 
to report on visual stimuli in a complete and accurate manr>er, Aeor 
readers* verbal responses were generally inaccurate and incoKpkrte. 
The very poorest readers (Pre-primer level) demonstrated a particular 
difficulty with the recall of sequentially-ordered stimuli. This group 
detected and used the pattern inherent in the stimulus items 
significantly less often than did the students in the higher level 
reading groups. As in their reading of unknown words, students in this 
group showed a tendency to respond globally, failing to analyze 
stimuli thoroughly and failing to pick up higher order reiationshipe 
among parts. 

This finding of a substantial relationship between analytic skills 
and reading achievement provides support for the ir>efficient 'Mrnm 
hypotnesis and suggests mat irxiiviautti uin^ittnces in XTte use oi 
analytic strategies be consMerMl in the assessment of chiMren 
experiencing learning problems. This study demonstrated that use of 
a measure whit h requires the active processing of sequentialty* 
ordered stimuli can successfully differentiate among readers 
achieving at four different reading levels and can be usefully applied 
in the identification of poor learnem who may be nonanalytjc and 
disorganized in their task-approach. 
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READINti ACHIEVEMENT, SELF CONCEPT, AND RELATED 
AFFECTIVE VARIABLES IN INTERMEDIATE-AOE CHILDREN 

OrdtrNo.DA6502013 

PuiDOU, BtvSf . Pm D. Univ^r '/ 0/ Oregon, 1984 . 476pp. Adviser: 
Fly B. Hiisley 

Th« purpose ut this study was to gain insight into S«H Concept and 
raited attecti/e variables with respect to Reading Achievement for 
Inttrmr.-c'jate Age children, combining quantitative ar>d qualitative 
retMrch methodolog'C:^. 

Part I invol -ed a seccrdary analysis of data collected in 1980-1981 
from 600 Oregon fourth graders by McGee, then of the University ot 
Oregon, Several measures were used: The California Achievement 
Teat for Reading Achievement, Expectancy scores from this 
standardiz©r{ \estfor Aptitude, Rosenberg's Self-Fateem Scale for 
Gtobal Sett Concept and an idiosyncratic measure proposed by 
McQee for Acadernic Se»f Concept. A systematic exploration of 
avai(abU affective variables produced an Enthusiasm and Motivation 
for Reading factor with a Chi Square significant beyond the .001 level 
for three Reading Acnievemert groups. Other analyses provided 
additional information nee<1t J to build the Case Stjdy section. 

P^rt II involved eighteen fourth and fifth grade students from a 
nearby school district as Case Study subjects. Measures included a 
45-60 minute Student Interview, a short Student Questionnaire 
(including Rosenberg's Self-Esteem Scale), current standardized 
Reading Achievement scores, and a 20 minute post hoc adult 
'Significant Other** Interview. Eighteen Individual Child Summaries 
^''^ were evolved integrating all information. These were used to buiW 
Summary Charts using Reading Achievement and Global Self 
Conceot Groiioinos. 

On# maior finding from the integration of Case Studv Data relates 
to the degree of con flict, related to Kneading, for Low Readers (lat - 
3rd stanines, N » 6. X » 58.3%). and Middle Readers (4th - 6th 
aUninee, N « 8. X m 39.6%) a compared with High Readers (7th < 
Mhsianines, N « 4. X » 4.1%). The degree of conflict was measured 
as a percentage discrepancy rate across response rtiodee and 
Mc4Tt\ation sources. Oth:)f f)ndir»gs include support for Rosenberg's 
. SeN-Esteem Scale and the power of using the individual child as the 
critical unit cK analysis. 

One implication for future research focuses on the need for ftjrther 
use of the Case Study approach and its application to teacher 
eftectiveneaa principles. Another implication focuses on the need for 
confirmation and extension ol these findings with simHer and different 
poputallone. 



THf RELATIONSHIP BCTWEEN MOTOR LEARNUW AND 
READING COGNITION Order No. DA8504295 

RiCKSON. KcNNrm BcRTti, Ed.D. Boston Un/rer«/fy, 1984. I59pp. 
Maior Professor: John Cheff ere 

This study examines \he relationships of a program of 
developmentally based sport motor activities of second grade boys 
end girh. and the simultaneous acquisition of the attendant 
vocabulary contained within these skills. This alternative, activity 
based cognitive learning program Is intended to motivate the 
•pathetic reader to a more enjoyable and productive readinq 
experience. One that appeals to the athletic type student, ti "turned 
olf- student and the withdrawn student, by stressing success through 

^'^^tt were collected using the Stanford Reading Achievement Teet 
end The Individual Motor Behavior Survey, with a sampling of 75 
second grade children. ^ 

Activities in the gymnasium were based on sport fundamentait 
correlated with whole word reading familiaritations. Serial 
memoritation of the movement and the vocabulary served to teach 
new words as well as reading comprehension. 

A total of sixty-five new words were Introduced to the studentt ma 
Basketball unit, and an additional sixty-five words in a tennis unit. The 
students were also evaluated on the retention of these 130 vocabulary 
wordsattheendof each unit. 

The results indicated significant support tor the methods utinxeq, 
in acquiring both motor skill development and Vocabulary sKiN 

devei jpfT>ent. . . ..^ .1. 

The data suggested a new role for the PhysJctI Educator m 
augmenting the Oassroom leachei in the area of who»e word 
recognition, while at the same time not sacrificing traditional motor 
learning development. ^ ^ 
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A STUDY OF THE INTERRELATEDNESS OF READING 
ACHIEVEMENT, THE PSYCHOMOTOR SKILL OF CURSIVE 
HANDWRITING. AND VISUAL-MOTOR INTrGRATICN ABILITY 
OF FOURTH. FIFTH, AND SIXTil GPADE CHILbREN 

Order No. DA8426210 

RoceHS» Ann EoYNTON, Eo.D. University of Arkansas^ ^96^, 117pp. 
Major Professor: Dr. Donald R. Rye 

Some evidence of diiflculties in handwriting and related sklHy had 
bwn noted in observation of chlMren with reading problems. The 
study wa i cofKlucted to determine a possible interr'^latednesa of 
reading achievement, handwriting ability, and visual-motor- 
integration skill of children in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades. Three 
tests. Metropolitan Achievement Test-Elementary Reading, Zaner- 
f ^'oser Cursive Haixlwriting Scales, and Developmental Test of Visual 
Ktotor Integration, were administered to 222 children in one 
elementary school. 

Data were analyzed fc the total sample and for three subgroups of 
the sample, fourth grade, .Ifth grade, arnl sixth grade. Data analyeae 
of the total population indicated there were significant correlatlor^ 
according to standardized-test results, between reading achievement 
and han'.'writing ability scores, and between reading achievement and 
vtsual motor-integration scures. When suhgroup results were 
analyzed, no significant correlation between reading achievement 
and handwriting-ability scores was indicated in fourth grade, but 
significant correlations were found within subgroups fifth and sixth 
grades, respectively. Significant correlations were indicated bf)tween 
reading achievement and visual-motor integration scores of the total 
population and within each of'the subgroup:i. 

When the population was divided into subgroups of boys and girls, 
the girls* mean handwriting scores was significantly higher than the 
boys'. On the visual-motor integration test, the boys* mean score wm 
significantly higher than the girls*. 

Conclusior^from the study are that although it is recognized 
reading achievement, handwriting, and visual-motor-integration 
abilities are affected by several factors, in the middle grades the skills, 
as tested by standardized teste* are refated. 



PROMISES AND POWEH: MYTHS OF HE ACQUISITIOK OF 
LITERACY 

Rose, Shirl«y K., Ph.D. Univrsity of Soutfiern C v n/t, 1984. 
Chairman: Professor Max F. Schuli 

Narrative and autobiography theories developed in literary etudiee. 
anthropology, psychoanalysis, and historiography suggest that an 
analysis of autobiographical naratives of learning to read and write 
can help in determining cultural factors in the acquisition of literacy. 

By their self-reflexive nature, autobiographical narratives of the 
acquisition of literacy transform elements of the contexts of tearn^'' 
to read and write into elements of texts. These texts can be sub^tod 
to a rhetorical and literary analysis in order to discover the comnrwn 
therr)es and structures that constitute a macroplot for acquisition of 
literacy narratives. Such an analysis provides information about and 
insights into some of the cultural factors in the acquisition of literacy. 
This allows construction of a more nearty complete paradigm for the 
act of learning to read and write than has heretofore been available 
from literacy theory and research in the disciplir>es of literary studlee« 
anthropology, socioilnouistlcs. and cognitive science. This work 
(ixplo^ee son>e salient el^ ments of the contexts in vi^ich the abKlty to 
read ar>d write is acouired. 

The patleme and procewes of the acquisition of literacy u 
represented in five published autobiographies indicate that a 
perv^ wve myth c4 literacy as a path to autonomy motivates, supplies 
structure for, and is realized In the autobiograohies of John Stuart 
Mill, Malcolm X, Richard Rodriguez^ Maxine Hong Kingston, and 
Henry Adams. In representing the myth that learning to read and wrMe 
led to their eventual autonomy, these authors create and assert that 
autonomy. 

A similar examination of st' "lent wt i;:; • autobiographical 
narratives of the acquisition 01 literacy indicates a correlation 
behveen students' success as measured by a particular academic 
situation and their representation of the myths that literacy leads to 
autonomy and that schooling leads to literacy. 

If power Is the promise of literacy schooHny, educators must 
design literacy instructional situations which empower learners rather 
than reinforce their powertessnesa. 

(Copies available exclusively from Micrographics Department, 
Doheny Library, USC, Lq^ Angeles. CA 90009.) 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN STUDENT LEARNING STYLE 

AND READING ACHIEVEMENT OrdtrNo DA8429eQ5 

Stakin. Phyllis Mart. EoD, Dnk^ University, ^QQ4. 19'^nn 
Adviser: Joseph A. Fisher ^' 

r*ial?nfh?f designed to determine whether a 

^octdure. Students* perceptions of learning conditions i.iat were 
rnoijt and least conducive to their best achievement as de nt ^ 

^1 S?i 1?.^^"^*"^ ^'•^^ 3 through 6. Reading achievement 
?rn2 H ^•^^ Skills (ITBS) were tabulated^ 

Jcro« gradt levels ar>d between male tnd female students f o/the 

wJl?jrl!l!f?^^^ ^^"^^P l®*""'"^ ^"d^^B achievement 

was analyzed. Learning style f«ctors and reading achievement were 
independently examined by grade (evels and sex ''^'''^"^ 

^//^<^/ngs. While some relationships were foi id to exist between 
teaming style and reading achievement. It could not be demonstrated 
that erther positive or negative LSI responses had consistent 
relationships with ITBS reading skills. 

Resijits did not indicate that either sex or grade level of students 
had any consistent relationship with four ITBS reading skills 
However, significantly higher scores were seen in Work Study I with 
males, and m Work Study II with females and with students in grX 
5 6 Significant mteraction occurred at the .01 level betwee ^ sex and 
grade levels in Reading for Generalizations i sex ana 

Conclusions. It could not be demonstrated that all 23 learnina style 
S iS Fac^o^^^^^^^^ relationships with the six reading achleve'nSr 
irJJ/nV D^^^ Significantly include Adult Motivation. 

• Structure. Learning In Several Ways and 

Auditory^ When the reading task involved stvlal thought pr^eSi 
•.g. Work Study I arH ii, learning styto factor, had nwi infl^J^JT^' 



READING ACHIEVEMENT RELATIVE TO SCHOOL 
EFFECTIVENESS RESEARCH Order No. DA85034a7 

Stimwie, Marqakt Ji^an, Ed.D. UnfvTSityof Virginia, 1984. 142pp. 
MiKK Adviser: Robert Lynn Canady 

The purpose of this investigation was to study a plan for improving 
reading test scores which had been implemented and reportedly had 
resulted In significant results on a district-wMe basis. The focus ot the 
study was to determine whether or not the use of the plan had 
produced results In an undifferentiated manner with selected students 
and to determine whether or not the reported results could be 
explained in a theory/research base context 

A mixed form design was used to seek answers to the questions 
posed in the study. Qualitative n>ethods were usad to describe and to 
categorize the procedures in the reading plan. Quantitative methods 
\^e used to determine the effects of the reading plan in terms of 
student achievement as measured by achievement test scores. 
Multiple regression analysis and multiple discriminate analysis were 
the statistical T^thods us(!>d to analyze data. 

It was detei mined that eighteen of thf twenty -three procedures in 
the reading plan were considered to be associated with one of the 
four school effectiveness characteristics of academic emphasis, high 
expectations, instructional leadership, or monitoring pupil progress* 
To a limited extent, the procedures studied operationally define the 
selected school effectiveness characteriatlca. 

According to the data analysis of the student background 
variables and achievement gains. tt>c null hypothesis was rejected at 
the .05 level of significance. The variabiea of retention, mother's 
education, and race accounted for fourteen percent of the variance in 
Khievement gains. Variables other than demographic ones should be 
studied to determine If variables within theschooPs control account 
for the variance in gains. 

According to the data analysis of the implementation of the 
reading plan, all schools followed the total reading plan to a moderate 
degree. Those procedures associated with monitoring pupil progress 
and Instructional leadership were foHowed to a high degree. Those 
procedures associated with academic emphasis and high 
expectations were followed to a moderate degree. 

School personnel in the district studied were able to improve 
reading achieve ment test scores for all students in the district through 



CONSTRUCT SYSTEMS OF SEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS 
AND THEIR RELATIONSHIPS TO READING A..HIEVEMENT- 
Af APPLICATION OF KELLY'S REPERTORY GRID 
^^"NIQUE Order No. DA84239M 

Waueh.RcnaMae.Ph.D. Th0Univ»rsltyotOklahom»,1B64 l87Dr 
Major Protessor: Caryl L. Adams ' 

The study investigated the construct systems of seventh-grad* 
students at varying reading achievement levels arvj analyzed both 
qualitatively and quantitatively the metacognitive awareness that 
!r,^J*\"'^*1^' ^«"«cted as they compared and contf ^ed 

J2 5^ 1? S Sfi*""*- "^^'^y"^ subjects (5 at each decile Uom 
me 30th through 90th on the Ca///orn/a Achmvament Test) were asked 
0 consider nine types of materials in triadic sorts (Kelly, 1955) Vert^ 
tabjs or constructs were analyzed as to: (a) frequency, (b) depm 
surface level and deep level), (c) content categories aiul 
(d) Pitterns. A correlaiion was found to exist between: (a) corwtruct 
frequency and achievement and (b) deep level constructs and 
achievement. Significant differences were found to exist on the 

'"^ ^ I**" "'^t* ""'0"fl tf>« 'ow. middle, 

end hiflh ability groups. Although high achievers were found towi 
more deep level constructs which were elaborated and refined, they 
«d not reduce their number of surface or low level constructs The 
ten core content categories that emeroed from the verbal labels or 
conirtructs were found to be highly similar for all achievement levele. 
Oujer aiagrams, produced by the Focus computer program (sSw 
1980), were analyzed to determine common sorting patterns fSelch 

•chltvement level. Ouster patterns that represented organization of 
meterials according to similarity of reading purposes were found In a 
moderate degree at the middle achievement levels; however, 
com; ••Hj^ity in cluster organization, construction, and Integratioo 
•vidf M only in higher achievement levels. Niletacognitive 
awtrwett within the construct systems of low achieving reader* .i 
characterized by a restricted ability to: (a) differentiate among the 
reeding materials according to their purpose, features, or structure; 
and (b) generate or relate inferential constructs about reading 
meterials. Conceptual deficiencies appear to limit the way low 
achieving readers approach reading tasks. Readers' constructs 
appear to determine strategies used to make sense of context and 
those intentions guide the reading process with prediction snd 
control. Low achievers' interpretations of the sorting task reflected 
limitatione within their cognitive systems to approach reading 
meterisis with an organized set of constricts necesMry to mske 
1 of reeding context 



THE RCLATIC.^ ..HIP OF FIELD DEPENDENCE- INDEPENDENCE 
AND PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF PASSAGE CONTENT TO 
RECOGNITION OF MAIN iDiAS AND DETAILS IN 
ILLUSTRATED AND NONILLUSTRATED EXPOSITORY TEXT 

OrderNo. DA6413282 
Wilson. Bonnie Jane von Horr. Ph.D. The University of Wiscontin ■ 
Mad/son. 1964. iBSop. Supervisor. Associate Professor Ann D 
Becker 

The purpose of the study was to examine the relationship of ftekj 
dependence-indtcendence and prior know.edge of passage content 
to fecopnitton of mam ideas and details m Illustrated and 



erIc 



M 



nonilluttrat«d txpoMtOf^ ttxt written for ft^xth^gradt children. BM«d 
on rMults 0^ th# Group EmtMMJdad Flgurtt TMt and i prior 
knowMgi tMt 00 compu(*f otrti Ar>d tht computar Itnooigt BASIC, 
•ighty subitcta wert grouped on field deptndtnct*indep«r>denct 
•r>d Ngh or low prior knowMge. Subjects ^ are than randomly 
aaaignad to two groupa ipd read either an illuatrated or nonillustrateri 
l300*word pasaage on the parte of a computer and on the compuler 
language BASIC. Illuatrations were included to test the contextual and 
compeneatory functions o( pictures in prose. lmn>ediately after the 
reeding of the pessage, the inveatigator administered a 30*item 
mutttpie*choK:e compreheneion teat on passage content* 

Statistics from a three*way ANOVA indicated that fleid- 
independent aubjects recognized significantly more main ideu and 
detiMa than did fleid -dependent subjects, subjects wiio possessed 
high pnor knowledge recognized significantly more main ideas and 
detaiia than did low prior knowtedge subjects, and subjects who reed 
llluetrated text recognizad significantly more main ideu and detaMe 
then did th M who read nonilluatrated text. 

The Investigator concluded that in the present study, skill in 
perceptual disembedding transferred to disembedding textual 
inlormetion. high prior knowledge of a passage facilitated passage 
comfxehension. and tt^e vieuala provided a bridge betwe en the text 
and the subfecta' pictonaJ schemata. 



EFFECTS OF A PARENT ADMINISTERED SUMMER 
FftOaNAM ON REAOINQ AND MATHEMATICS SKILL^ 

Order No. DA8502SS4 

WiTKOwsKi, RicxAno John. Ph.D. Trte University of Mfchigan, 1984. 
188pp* Chairman: DonaU Steer 

The purpose of thia study was to determine whether a ten week 
parent administered summer program^ which provided weekly review 
eMerciaes to b% completed at home in reading or mathematics, helped 
sludeniB in gradea one through aix maintain akilla learned during the 
peel achool year. 

A total of 120 elementary students, who participated In a 1963 
peiant adminiatered summer prog*^am. were included In the study* A 
comparison group of 129 matched non-partlclpating students wee 
identified. Parents assisted their chikj during the summer vacation 
period with the program materials. Parents also completed a 
queationr^aire designed to assess the parent participation In the 
school environment and rea^^onafor enrolling or not enrolling their 
chiW in the program* 

When reeding and mathematica scores on a pre-teet were 
con>pared with scores on two post*teets administered three montha 
end seven montha after cor^luaion of the program, no differences 

^e f ognd between experimental and comparieon aroupaiju 
or mathematica o^all. or when grouped according to 0«J«^» 
achievement level, parents* Involvement In the achool en>rironmar<, 
M^hlevement level, numUr of leeaona completed, or grade leveL 
Caution was adviaed, however. In generalliing these reaulta to any 
summer program of this nature* Characteriatlca of thia program, sucft 
aa the materlala lor which no validation oata were available^ may.have 
contributed to a lack of significant findings* 

Recommendationa were directed toward both program 
Irarovementa and further research. They Included: an Increaae m trie 
vnount of remediation and enrichment materlala used; aasignment of 
students to the malhematlcfi^ lessona by ability level; further study oj 
the effects of home Instruction In mathematica. and furtherstudy c* 
tie eftecta o» other variaWee ot parent involvement on atudeni 
achievofneot 
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